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Dear Colleagues,  

COMHEEG REPORT LAUNCHED AT UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Since March 2016, PSI has worked on the report of the UN Commission on Health Employment and Economic 
Growth, chaired by H.E. François Hollande and H.E. Jacob Zuma. The final report and recommendations were 
delivered to the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly 
in New York. The report, "Working for Health and Growth - Investing in the Health Workforce" outlines 
recommendations made by 24 Commissioners, including myself as the representative of trade unions and public 
service workers. This report is the result of intensive negotiations, lobbying and most of all evidence-based 
written submissions on a wide range of issues related to health employment.  

Public Services International welcomes the work of the Commission and its report which is very timely since 
humanitarian crises around the world have exposed urgent public health concerns and the scarcity of healthcare 
workers. In particular, we appreciate the recognition of the fundamental role of health workers for the provision 
of quality health services and public health, the strong focus on the need to foster quality education for health 
workers, to ensure their fundamental rights, such as freedom of association, collective bargaining, safe working 
conditions and protection, as well as decent work and adequate wages.  

We commend the vision that addressing those issues will reduce discrimination of working women and youth 
and contribute to economic growth. We agree with the balanced recommendations the report delivers, its 
attention to socially sustainable solutions for the migration of health workers, and the need to regulate both 
private and public health services according to the same rules. We need stronger public governance, best 
practices and models to be rolled out globally. However, we think the report should have been more explicit in 
warning against promoting investment models that have led to systemic deficiencies that negatively impact on 
access, quality and equity of health services.  

Health is a fundamental human right, beyond being an economic issue and governments have the ultimate 
responsibility and accountability for public health. This is why we firmly believe that the public sector plays a role 
that private actors cannot replace, but complement.  

From the outset, PSI was committed to ensure that the report and its recommendations would be balanced and 
relevant for our future work and put workers’ rights at the centre of the debate. It is fair to say that we have 
influenced this process substantially. Besides the report of the Commission itself, the report of the experts has 
also been published – which is much more clear on PPPs, migration and other key issues and will prove to be 
a very useful tool for our future policy work.  

http://www.world-psi.org/en/working-health-and-growth-investing-health-workforce


 

 

All of this would have been impossible without your commitment and cooperation. This process has brought 
together the leadership of our unions, affiliate staff, researchers and PSI staff from around the world. It shows 
that when we work together, we are stronger, smarter and can make a difference. 

But the road does not stop here. This process will continue, both as part of PSI’s Global Campaign for the Human 
Right to Health, but also through our participation in the development and implementation of a 5-year Action 
Plan, that will be adopted in December 2016. We will continue to count on your expertise.  

Thanks again for your commitment, 

In solidarity, 

 
 
Rosa PAVANELLI  
General Secretary 
 

 Launch of the report: http://www.world-psi.org/en/un-commission-new-investments-global-health-
workforce-will-create-jobs-and-drive-economic-growth 

 Read the report: http://www.world-
psi.org/sites/default/files/documents/research/en_comheegfinalreport.pdf 

 Read the experts’ report: http://www.world-psi.org/en/final-report-expert-group-high-level-commission-
health-employment-and-economic-growth 
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