
Public Services International (PSI) is a global trade union federation representing 20 million working women and men who deliver
vital public services in 150 countries. PSI champions human rights, advocates for social justice and promotes universal access to
quality public services. PSI works with the United Nations system and in partnership with labour, civil society and other
organisations.

Minister of Cyprus

minister@moec.gov.cy

File Reference: RP/SV/CHM
Contact Name: Rights@world-psi.org

10 June 2013

Dear Minister,

Cypriot teachers in public education fight for human rights and democracy
claiming for decent work

I am writing on behalf of the Public Services International (PSI), a global trade union federation
representing more than 20 million women and men working in the public services around the
world, to express our serious concern at the decision taken by the Ministry of Education and
Culture of Cyprus to dismiss about 2,500 employees who provide education in the evening and
night schools of the Ministry.

According to our sources of information, the Ministry has decided to meet the specific programs’
needs through outsourcing and declaration for tenders. The consequences are catastrophic for the
teachers, who now have to propose their services as self-employed workers and will not get any
unemployment benefits during the period they are unemployed.

These workers joined the trade union movement in the last 8 months and wanted to establish a
collective agreement. The Ministry decision is a direct attack to trade unions, to the freedom of
association and to social democracy. This unfair and unsocial policy will reduce social cohesion
and will create social dumping.

On behalf of PSI and its affiliates, I strongly urge your government to withdraw his decision and to
ensure that teachers are not condemned to poverty. I demand that you take necessary measures
for the proper observance of fundamental rights at work, including trade union rights, and to ensure
the safety and the free exercise of these rights.

Yours sincerely,

Rosa PAVANELLI
PSI General Secretary


