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24 May 2021 

Solidarity Letter to Strike Action 

 

Public Services International along with our membership of ASHA workers extend our solidarity to 

the call for strike action on 24 May and stands in strength and solidarity with our sisters across the 

country. 

 

The ASHA workers have been the foot soldiers working relentlessly throughout the Covid-19 

period. The government has lauded them with banging thalis, showering flowers, praises, but when 

it comes to recognising their work as work, they turn a blind eye towards them. They are still 

working as volunteers awaiting regularisation and not even paid the skilled minimum wages.  

 

During the first wave of the covid-19 pandemic they conducted the contract tracing survey from 

household-to-household along with carrying out their regular work. The basic safety equipment: 

masks and sanitisers were also not provided, leaving the entire workforce to fend for their own. 

They have been working relentlessly to cater to their communities that the government has 

systematically failed in doing. With the Public health system completely in shambles as the second 

wave of covid-19 pandemic hit the country and the drive for vaccination, the ASHA workers are left 

overstretched working indefinitely long hours without break. Working under such precarious 

conditions they have endured psychological distress, fatigue, occupational burnout, stigma, 

discrimination along with physical and psychological harassment and violence. 

 

We have witnessed that there is a delay in payment of their wages and governments have 

discontinued the meagre covid allowance that was promised to the workers. With bureaucratic 

regulations associated with Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana workers’ families are left at a lurch 

to receive the insurance compensation. Most of their claims have been rejected or are still pending, 

where the onus to prove that the frontline workers succumbed to Covid-19 lies on their families. 

 

Undervalued and underpaid, the ASHA programs are entirely dependent on the women’s unpaid 

work. They are the first point of contact between communities and primary healthcare system, who 

are expected to do this vital and essential work without being recognized as public health workers 

and without wages.  

 

ASHA workers had come out in large numbers last year to assert their demands that fell on deaf 

ears. But we must continue this fight with an indomitable spirit. The demands will not be met until 

there is an action and pressure from all sections. Thus on 24 May we show solidarity with the 

workers in this strike action demanding, immediate prioritised vaccination and provision of safety 

equipment, free healthcare and seek the primary demand of regularisation of the ASHA workforce. 
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