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Honourable delegates,

Public Services International (PSI) is a global union federation of more than 700 trade unions 
representing 30 million workers in 154 countries including in the health and social services sectors. 
We bring the voices of healthcare and social services workers to you today, with the support of the 
Asian think-thank Third World Network.

The Covid pandemic has re-iterated the importance of the WHO as the inter-governmental 
institution that provides technical support and guidance on health policy to countries around the 
world. Yet countries are failing to adequately fund this institution. The proposed 2022-23 base 
budget of USD 4.3 billion, which is equivalent to the budget of the Geneva Hospital complex where
WHO is headquartered, is grossly insufficient. 

As government funding is lacking, the WHO is forced to depend on non-state actors and private 
foundations for a substantial part of its budget - more than 20% in 2020. We urge governments to 
fulfil their obligations to fund UN institutions and consider a mandatory increase in assessed 
contributions of 10% as had earlier been proposed. 

Baring one exception, all major countries in the region provide less than half of their funding to 
WHO in the form of assessed contribution. As the WHO requests for strategic guidance and 
direction to develop the program budget for the next biennial, we stress that ear-marked funding 
distorts priorities and shifts the decision making away from platforms such as this one, and towards 
powerful donors.

We observe a worrying push for an increased role of the private sector globally and in countries. We
note that in the 2018-19 budget, the allocation for health systems (strengthening) was lower than 
corporate services and enabling functions. Considering the learnings from the response to the 
Covid-pandemic, we urge governments to provide strategic guidance to WHO towards bold and 
effective strengthening of publicly funded and provided healthcare.

WPRO has experience in responding to emergencies such as earthquakes, typhoons and floods but 
the Covid-19 pandemic has thrown up new challenges in the immediate response, and will throw up
even more challenges as we enter a phase of protracted emergency. Most countries are facing 
revenue constraints, and we are facing the risk of health budgets being cut at a time when we can 
least afford it. We are concerned that COVID-19 responses will pull limited resources away from 
other health needs. We urge WHO to take the required steps to increase its own ability to strengthen
public health systems for a world facing a "new normal”, and guide MS in this process.

Thank you


