To,
Her Excellency Ursula von der Leyen

President of the European Commission

The Berlaymont, Brussels, Belgium
ec-president-vdl@ec.europa.eu
cab-dombrovskis-contact@ec.europa.eu

OR

The Rt Hon. Boris Johnson MP

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

10 Downing Street, London

boris.johnson.mp@parliament.uk

OR

Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin

Federal Chancellery

Federal Palace West Wing

3003 Bern

info@admin.ch

Or

Honourable Chancellor-elect Olaf Scholz

German Federal Chancellery

Willy-Brandt-Strasse 1

10557 Berlin

Germany
internetpost@bundesregierung.de
pressestelle@spd.de 

CC: (EU / UK / Swiss / German unions)
EPSU epsu@epsu.org / 

UNISON / press@unison.co.uk

SSP-VPoD central@ssp-vpod.ch / 
Ver.di pressestelle@verdi.de

CC: Public Services International, susana.barria@world-psi.org
(date)
Subject: Stand regarding the TRIPS Waiver proposal
Honourable President Ursula von der Leyen / Prime Minister Boris Johnson / President of the Confederation Guy Parmelin / Chancellor-elect Olaf Scholz 
As workers on the frontline of the COVID pandemic, every day we witness the tremendous suffering the virus is causing; people taking their last breaths and families being ripped apart. Our fellow health workers are also dying.

While European countries have enough vaccines for more than their entire population, 9 in 10 people in the poorest countries will miss out on a vaccine this year. The rapid spread of the delta variant is a reminder that no one will be safe until everyone is safe. 

A handful of companies in Asia Pacific are already making Covid-19 vaccines but there are many more manufacturers in our region with the capacity to make more, so that more lives could be saved. It pains us that the European Commission / UK / Swiss / German government is actively blocking efforts that would allow this to happen.

Nearly a hundred governments are supporting a temporary waiver of intellectual property rules, which would allow qualified manufacturers across the globe to produce more vaccines and other Covid health technologies such as therapeutics and diagnostics. Yet the European Commission / the government of UK / Switzerland / Germany are refusing to support the TRIPS Waiver proposal. They are allowing the vaccine knowledge to be hoarded by just a handful of pharmaceutical companies, who get to decide who lives and who dies. 

How can the European Commission / UK / Swiss / Germany, in our greatest hour of need, continue to stand by the pharmaceutical monopoly privileges, whose choices are killing tens of thousands of us? 

We call on you to change course and urgently support the waiver of intellectual property rules our governments are calling for. Every day of delay is prolonging our suffering.

We are aware that the WTO Ministerial Council that was scheduled from 30 Nov-3 Dec 2021 has been cancelled. A Ministerial meeting is not necessary to pass the TRIPS Waiver, as waivers have been agreed by meetings of the General Council of the WTO. 

We trust that our position will be shared with the official delegation to the WTO before its next meeting.

Sincerely,

(Union representative)
