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Honourable chair and delegates, thank you for the opportunity to address the seventy first 
Regional Council of the WHO Western Pacific Region. I will speak to agenda item 12: Vaccine-
preventable diseases and immunization, on behalf of Public Services International and Third World 
Network. 

This regional strategic framework is even more relevant as we witness a scramble for vaccines and
medical supplies globally in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Sharing  of  pathogens  such  as  COVID-19  is  crucial  for  the  rapid  development  of  diagnostics,
therapeutics and vaccines. These pathogens fall within the scope of the Convention on Biological
Diversity and its Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing. Both are binding international
instruments  and  we  urge  WHO  to  operationalise  these  principles  by  securing  binding
commitments from manufacturers to deliver medical products on globally agreed terms. Vaccine
nationalism is an attack on the poorest and will cost lives. 

Local  production  at  the  national  or  regional  level  is  essential  to  ensure  sustainable  access  at
affordable price. We urge governments to suspend all  forms of intellectual property protection
including patents and trade secrets related to vaccines. We urge governments to make legislative
changes to grant production licence and marketing approval to non-originator for Covid-medicines
and vaccines. Copying patented medicines without the consent of the patent holder is allowed by
TRIPS flexibilities and this is the time to use this right many of you fought for.

To support efforts of member state, we urge WHO to devleop a global concensus for the use of
compulsory licensing. 

If the market and MNC are left to decide on the distributon and access to a vaccine, or if vaccines
are available to countries with the deepest pockets or most powerful allies, we know that people
who need care - particularly migrant workers, people who deliver our food and health workers on
informal contracts, will be last in line.

Finally, we talk about the logistical challenges in delivering a vaccine to 7 billion people. Yet we
rarely speak of the workers who will deliver the vaccines. Many of them are workers with no right
to  secure  wages,  working  conditions  or  social  protection,  or  who  have  been  classified  as
volunteers. We urge governments to provide these workers with the labour rights and protection
they deserve. 

Thank you


