


means saving 
thousands of lives

During the 6th Summit of the Community of 
Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), 
held in Mexico in September 2021, the guide-
lines and proposals for a self-sufficiency health 
plan for Latin America and the Caribbean was 
unanimously approved. At the opening of the 
meeting, Bolivian president Luis Arce gave a 
passionate speech on breaking the COVID-19 
vaccine patent. “Financial interest should not 
prevail over social interest and people’s health”, 
he stated.

In addition to CELAC, other Latin-American or-
ganizations, members of the Mercosur Parlia-
ment, and heads of state, such as Argentinian 
president Alberto Fernández, have already stat-
ed their position in favor of COVID-19 vaccine 
patent breaking.

In Brazil, a bill in Congress passed the provision-
al patent breaking, but vetoes from president 
Jair Bolsonaro weakened the bill’s purpose.

COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, which is even 
more aggressive against vulnerable popula-
tions from poor and periphery countries, set 
the worldwide debate on patent breaking 
due to the need for large-scale vaccination.  

Globally, more than 5 million people died from 
COVID-19, according to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). The Americas are on top of 
the ranking with more than 2.1 million of these 
deaths. Patent breaking could have saved many 
of these lives and avoid so many others to come.

Temporary 
vaccine patent 
breaking
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WHO
At the May 2021 session opening, president of the World Health Organization Te-
dros Adhanom Ghebreyesu denounced vaccine concentration in developed coun-
tries to the detriment of the majority of poor countries’ populations. Only 10 coun-
tries in the world concentrate 75% of the available doses of COVID-19 vaccine.

International Debate
In 2020, India and South Africa submitted a proposal to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) for the COVID-19 vaccine patent breaking. In May 2021, US president 
Joe Biden advocated a similar proposal, but a G20 meeting in Brussels held in 
the same month passed a proposal of “voluntary licensing” of COVID-19 vaccine 
patents, which, in practice, means a rejection of the patent breaking.  
After declaration of US president, there has been more pressure on the part of the 
European Union countries; the proposal is supported by more than 100 countries, 
but the WTO requires a favorable statement from the 164 members. 

Still in May, presidents of the EuroLat Parliamentary Assembly, which gathers 150 
parliamentarians from the European Parliament and several Latin American parlia-
ments, asked the governments to “boost” patent release.

Mercosur Parliament
In a conference call, presidents of Latin America and Caribbean Regional Parlia-
ments passed a joint declaration to make the COVID-19 vaccine accessible on a 
free and universal basis. CELAC meeting held in September also passed a resolu-
tion in such regard.

Brasil
A bill sanctioned by the Senate was passed, but was subject to vetoes by the 
President of the Republic, who distorted the meaning of the law.

International movement for patent breaking
and extension of intellectual property rights
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Patents grant the exclusive right to produce and market 
a product. Such patents’ compulsory licensing, or patent 
breaking, means temporarily giving up such exclusivity.

More than 1.9 billion doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have 
been administered all over the world, according to AFP. 
Only 3.0% of these totals were administered in the poorer 
countries, where 9% of the world population lives.

Most of the investment in COVID-19 vaccines was made 
by public research funds; companies that are profiting 
from vaccines sales financed only 25% of investments 
in innovation.

Holding monopoly on vaccines production during a 
pandemic distorts the right to health and life, which are 
more fundamental than keeping the patent and earning 
profits.

The supposed lack of technical-productive and logistical capability of 
countries for input and vaccine production should not hamper patent 
breaking. There are many alternatives, ranging from international 
cooperation to donation of vaccines by wealthier countries. 4



While some Latin American countries have high vaccination rates and 

managed to immunize most of their population, others expose the still 

existing huge social gap and the need for mobilization by society as from its 

grassroots, political and union organizations.  Unfortunately, such is not the 

reality only in the American continent; in some African countries not even 

health professionals have been vaccinated yet.

To change this alarming situation, the Public Services International (PSI) 

supports the campaign for COVID-19 vaccine patent breaking and calls out 

all governments and organizations to strive to obtain VACCINES FOR ALL.

Only then will we be able to fight against regional inequalities and promote 

protection for everyone. Research and statistical studies show that in every 

country the people most affected by the pandemic belong to the most 

vulnerable strata of the population: Black, Indigenous, LGBTQI+, poor 

people and those who do not count on the support of the state. 

Breaking the COVID-19 vaccine patent means saving thousands of lives

An

world
unequal
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SOUTH AmERICA
Argentina 50% 16% 65%
Bolivia 28% 8% 36%
Brazil 42% 28% 71%
Chile 74% 7% 81%
Colombia 33% 18% 51%
Ecuador 55% 8% 63%
Paraguay 26% 12% 38%
Peru 32% 15% 47%
Suriname 29% 10% 39%
Uruguay 74% 5% 79%
Venezuela 21% 13% 34%

CENTRAL AmERICA AND CARIBBEAN
Costa Rica 43% 24% 66%
Panama 51% 15% 66%
Dominican Republic 45%  11%  55%
El Salvador 52% 11% 63%
Nicaragua 5% 4% 9%
Guatemala 14% 11% 25%
Bahamas 22% 9% 31%
GrEnada 20% 9% 29%
Honduras 24% 10% 34%
Barbados 37% 10% 47%
Haiti 0  0,4% 0,4%
Belize 32% 16%  48%
Cuba 45% 38% 83%
Trinidad & Tobago 36% 5% 41%
Antigua & Barbuda 43% 9% 52%

Source: https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations Acesso em 30/set/2021

Vaccinated Population in Latin America

% fully vaccinated 
population

% partially 
vaccinated 
population

% total 
vaccinated 
population
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Brasil 603 mil
Paraguay 16 mil
Argentina 116 mil
Uruguay 6 mil
Bolivia 19 mil
Chile 38 mil
Venezuela 5 mil
Guyana 870
Colombia 127 mil
Panamá 7 mil

Números arredondados. Informação referente dia 19 de outubro de 2021. Fonte: Organização Mundial de Saúde https://covid19.who.int/

DEATHS BY COVID-19 IN SOME AMERICAN COUNTRIES
Cuba 8 mil
Rep. Dominicana 4 mil
Nicaragua 210
Guatemala 14 mil
Mexico 284 mil
Honduras 10 mil
Panamá 7 mil
Costa Rica 7 mil
El Salvador 3,5 mil
Perú 200 mil

The world has now got to the second half of October 2021 with almost 

5 million deaths. This number is greater than the population of 75 

countries, including Costa Rica, Uruguay, Jamaica, Panama, Suriname, 

among others. 

Thousands of these deaths could have been avoided, as well as 

those still to come, if the patents for vaccine production were not 

in the hands of private companies, but at the service of the world 

population.
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Stage Deficient response to 
COVID-19 Countries Challenges

Assessment

● Delay in cases notification
● Limited testing capacity
● Inappropriate self-isolation
● Lack of information on deaths
● Lack of preventive measures

Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Bolivia, Uruguay and Brazil

Health surveillance and analyses 
of certain health determinants 
(performance, supervision, and 
structure capacities)

Policies 
Development

● Strict measures that result in unem-
ployment and informal jobs
● Sector and inter-sector coordination 
issues

Brazil, Colombia and Mexico

Deficient social protection systems and 
institutional fragmentation in the health 
sector (formal capacities, supervision 
and structure)

Resource Allocation

● Informal jobs and job precariousness 
with no capacity for remote work
● Insufficient healthcare teams
● Scarcity of financial resources

Brazil, Chile and Honduras

Deficit in human, financial, and tech-
nological resources for public health 
priorities (formal capacities, structure, 
and performance)

Acess
● Lockdown and poverty: barriers to 
access to essential services (medical 
attention and food assistance)

All countries
Poor management and coordination of 
healthcare services and public policies 
(structure and performance capacities)

Source: E. Báscolo and others, “Contributions of the new 
essential public health functions framework to address 
the COVID-19 pandemic”, Pan American Journal of Public 
Health, to be published. Quoted in CEPAL-OPAS COVID-19 
Report, October 14, 2021, p. 24.

Issues with implementation of public health essential 
policies cycle in Latin America.

8



REfEREnCE LInks

Public Services International
https://www.world-psi.org/pt

DGB Bildunswerk
https://www.dgb-bildungswerk.de/

World Health Organization
https://covid19.who.int/

Pan American Health Organization 
https://www.paho.org/pt/covid19

Reuters Breaking International News
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-
coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/pt/regions/
latin-america-and-the-caribbean/

Dossier Covid at work
https://www.
congressointernacionaldotrabalho.com/
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Public Services International claims governments to support proposal 

presented by India, South Africa, Kenya, Eswatini, Pakistan, and 

mozambique for “extension of provisions of the Agreement on Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) for prevention, 

containment, and treatment of COVID-19, and for making permanent 

the extension of obligations under TRIPS for the underdeveloped /

developing countries.

Without such extensions, pharmaceutical transnational 

companies are able to prevent other manufacturers 

from producing vaccines and medications to fight 

COVID-19 pandemic. The proposal counts on the 

support of the World Health Organization, 

UN human rights specialists, among other

 international agencies and entities.

PSI claims for extension of 

intellectual property rights on 

COVID-19 medical products

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data

https://www.world-psi.org/pt
https://www.dgb-bildungswerk.de/
https://www.paho.org/pt/covid19
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/pt/regions/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/pt/regions/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/pt/regions/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data


Vaccine for all
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