
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Women in public life: Fostering Inclusive Cities & Territories 
A UCLG Women Session at CSW65 -19 March - 16h - 18h15 CET 

 

When provided safe spaces for participation in equitable opportunities, women become the motors of a fairer 

and more democratic system. 

 

The participation of women and feminist leaders in politics and decision-making is not only core to 

democracy, it is a key factor to enable governing with empathy, to prioritizing the public in direct response to 

the needs and aspirations of the people and communities. Although the presence of women in public life is 

challenged everyday through social norms, stereotypes, discrimination, disinformation or violence, women 

and feminist mayors continue to lead on the path to inclusive cities and territories.  

 

The rise of authoritarian movements, exacerbated by new priorities in the context of crisis threatens, decades 

of progress on gender equality and women’s empowerment. The role of women in public life is often 

overlooked and underestimated on their potential to give voice to the diversity of our neighborhoods and 

cities. The active participation of women must be celebrated, encouraged and supported, in particular at 

local and subnational levels. 

 

This session aims at visualizing the responses taking place at local level around the world and enhancing 

existing partnerships to promote inclusive policies and provide women their rightful space in public life for the 

benefit of the society as a whole.   

 

The session will be organized as an interactive dialogue with two rounds of questions. Interventions will be max 

3 minutes each to allow for interactive discussions around the following topics:   
 What are the policy areas that will need more attention in the coming years to avoid backlash following 

the crisis? 

 What would it imply to put care at the centre of our policy development? 

 

Opening session (16h – 16h40) 

 Thembisile Nkadimeng, Mayor of Polokwane, President of the South African Local Government Association 

(SALGA), Co-President of UCLG 

 Claudia López, Mayor of Bogotá, UCLG Policy Councillor 

 Carolina Cosse, Mayor of Montevideo, Incoming Vice-President of UCLG for Latin America 

 Rosa Pavanelli, General Secretary, Public Service International (PSI) 
 

Local government caring for people (16h40 – 17h30) 

Facilitation Lucy Slack, Deputy Secretary-General, CLGF 

 Noraini Roslan, Mayor of Subang Jaya 

 Carole Saab, CEO, Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 

 Penny Abeywardena, New York City's Commissioner for International Affairs 

 Mayra Mendonza, Mayor of Quilmes 

 Rose Molokoane, Huairou Commission 

 

Transforming service provision for inclusive communities (17h30 – 18h15) 

 Gabriela Cuevas, Co-Chair of the Universal Health Coverage 2030 (UHC2030) Steering Committee 

 Pilar Díaz, Mayor of Esplugues de Llobregat, deputy to the Presidency and delegate for International Affairs of the 

Barcelona Provincial Council 

 Andrea Cornejo Vargas, President of the Municipal Council of La Paz 

 Johana Nuñez, Prefect of Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, CONGOPE 

 Alison Evison, Councillor in Aberdeenshire and President of the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) 

 Gissela Chalá, Vice Mayor of Quito 

 Magdalena Czarzyńska-Jachim, Deputy Mayor of Sopot 

 


